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Proposition

Honorable Representatives:
In order to seek the peace of the peoples and the peaceful coexistence among the
nations of the world, The Honorable Chamber of Representatives of the Republic of
Colombia, as a legislative body of the Republic of Colombia, with respect to the
constitutional powers vested in the National Government reaffirms its rejection against
the military occupation of the territory of the Nagorno-Karabakh region and the seven
surrounding districts to this region belonging to the Republic of Azerbaijan and the
deaths, injuries, vexation and human rights violations caused to residents of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, particularly, those that took place in Khojaly Genocide, as well as
verifying that follow from the violation of the ceasefire agreement established between
the parties, which resumed hostilities.
The Republic of Colombia is characterized by championing progressive causes and strive
for an international order of peace and peaceful measurement for conflict resolution,
for this reason the Chamber of Representatives of the Republic of Colombia deeply
regrets that the conflict between the Republics of Azerbaijan and Armenia persists, and
that no solution has been found through the various mechanisms put in place by the
stakeholders and international organizations, because of this it exhorts the various
stakeholders to strengthen the dialogue for the solution of the conflict. Always
respecting the territorial integrity of both Republics and the internationally recognized
borders.
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Finally, this Honorable Chamber of Representatives of the Republic of Colombia
respectfully calls on the government of the Republic of Armenia as an act for peace in
the world as stated in Resolutions 822, 853, 874 and 884 issued by the Security Council
of the United Nations, so that interested parties refrain from any hostile acts and from
any interference or intervention, which can cause a widening of the conflict and
undermine peace and security in the region.
Of the honorable representatives,

_____________________________
HERNAN PENAGOS GIRALDO
House Representative
Foreign Affairs and National Defense Commission.
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JUSTIFICATION OF PROPOSAL RELATED TO THE
ARMENIA - AZERBAIJAN CONFLICT
Honorable Chamber of Representatives of the Republic of Colombia

BACKGROUND

The conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan is based on the territorial dispute over the
enclave of high Nagorno-Karabakh of Azerbaijan. The result of this dispute has been
30,000 deaths, 20% of the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan occupied by Armenia,
and approximately 1,000,000 Azerbaijanis have become refugees or internally displaced
persons.
The 'roadmap' provides that, to resolve the conflict peacefully, the Armenian forces
should be withdrawn, according to the set timetable, from the entire occupied territory
around Nagorno-Karabakh and the displaced persons within the territory should be able
to return to their lands. This plan refers to the deployment of international
peacekeeping forces and the implementation of confidence-building measures between
the parties.
1. In late 1987, begins the so-called "recent period" of the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict,
which is identified with the attacks by Armenians to Azerbaijanis in Khankandi, also
known as Stepanakert.
2. To that event followed the attack perpetrated on February 22, 1988 against
Azerbaijanis near the town of Askeran, peacefully protesting against the decision of
the Regional Council of the autonomous region of Nagorno-Karabakh to present a
petition to the Supreme Soviets of the Soviet Socialist Republic of Azerbaijan and
Armenia, to transfer Nagorno-Karabakh from Azerbaijan and annex it to Armenia. On
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3.

4.

5.

6.

that occasion, two young Azerbaijanis were killed, and in later days, twenty-six
Armenians and Azerbaijanis died as a result of disturbances in Sumgait.
Between 1988 and 1989, constant attacks were raised in which at least 216
Azerbaijanis were killed and a 1,154 were seriously injured, also a process of mass
deportation of approximately 200,000 people originated.
In September 1989, the Supreme Soviet of Azerbaijan SSR, approved among other
things, that the sovereignty of the republic should completely cover the territory,
including the Nakhichevan Autonomous Region and the autonomous region of
Nagorno-Karabakh, also provided that the borders of Azerbaijan with other Union
republics could only be changed by mutual consent of the republics concerned.
Meanwhile, on 1 December of that year, the Supreme Soviet of Armenia adopted the
resolution for the reunification of Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh, a decision that
was declared illegal on January 10, 1990 by the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet the
USSR, as it was issued without the consent of the Republic of Azerbaijan.
In late 1991 and early 1992, taking advantage of the political instability caused by the
dissolution of the Soviet Union, the conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan
intensified moving to a military phase that began with combat operations by
Armenian forces in Nagorno-Karabakh.
During the night of 25 to February 26, 1992 an unprecedented massacre by
Armenian armed forces against the people of Azerbaijan took place in Khojaly, in it
613 Azerbaijanis were killed, including 106 women, 63 children and 70 elderly; 1,275
residents were taken hostage, while the fate of 150 persons remains unknown. In
addition, 487 residents of Khojaly were mutilated, including 76 minors. 26 children
were orphaned and 130 lost at least one parent. The attack was fully documented by
various agencies of the Republic of Azerbaijan, and numerous independent sources.
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7. After the genocide, the Armenian forces occupied the seven districts surrounding
Nagorno Karabakh region.
8. On April 30 and July 29, 1993, the Security Council of the United Nations
Organization (UN) adopted Resolutions 822 and 853 numbers, through which:
a) Demanded the immediate cessation of all hostilities, with a view to establishing a
lasting ceasefire and the immediate withdrawal of all forces in the territories of
Kalbajar and Aghdam, and other towns of occupied Azerbaijan;
b) Urged the parties concerned to resume negotiations to resolve the conflict and
refrain from any acts that hinder the achievement of a peaceful solution;
c) Requested that free access of international humanitarian relief efforts in the region
were allowed, in order to alleviate the suffering of civilians, reaffirming that all
parties have an obligation to abide by the principles and rules of international
humanitarian law, and
d) Requested the Secretary-General, in consultation with the Acting President of the
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) and the Chairman of the
Minsk Group of the Conference, assess the situation in the region and present a
further report to Council.
9. On October 14th the same year, the Security Council of the UN adopted resolution
number 874, by which, inter alia:
a) He called on the parties to make the ceasefire effective and permanent;
b) Reiterated its full support for the peace process claimed in the framework of the
CSCE;
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c) Requested the immediate implementation of the reciprocal and urgent steps
provided by the Minsk Group of the CSCE, including the withdrawal of forces from
the occupied territories;
d) Requested the early convening of the Minsk Conference of the CSCE to achieve a
negotiated settlement of the conflict;
e) He called on all parties to refrain from committing any violation of international
humanitarian law, reiterating the call to allow access for international humanitarian
relief services in the affected areas, and
f) Urged all States in the region to refrain from any hostile acts and from any
interference or intervention which would lead to intensified conflict, undermine
peace and security in the region.
10. On November 11th, 1993, through Resolution No. 884, the Security Council of the
UN, among other things:
a) Condemned the violation of the cease-fire established between the parties, which
resulted in the resumption of hostilities and the occupation of new territories of the
Republic of Azerbaijan;
b) Urged the Armenian government to ensure that its nationals established in the
region of Nagorno-Karabakh abide by resolutions 822, 853 and 874 of the Security
Council;
c) Demanded the immediate cessation of hostilities between the interested parties and
the unilateral withdrawal of armed forces from the occupied territories in
Azerbaijan;
d) Urged the parties concerned to resume and permanently enforce the cease-fire and
continue to seek a negotiated settlement of the conflict;
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e) Called back to the States in the region to refrain from any hostile acts and from any
interference or intervention which would lead to intensified conflict, undermine
peace and security in the region and
f) Requested the Secretary-General and relevant international agencies to provide
urgent humanitarian assistance to the affected civilian population and assist
refugees and displaced persons to return to their homes in safety and dignity.
11. With these resolutions, the Security Council of the UN reaffirmed the principles of
respect for sovereignty, territorial integrity and inviolability of international borders.
12. The armed conflict in the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan, led to the illegal
occupation of almost one fifth of the territory of that State and that at least one of
every eight people to become displaced or refugees. 20 thousand people were killed,
50 thousand more were wounded or became invalid, and it is estimated that
approximately 5 thousand remain missing.

13. The economic areas of the country were severely affected, hospitals, houses,
apartments, business buildings, auditoriums, schools, factories, irrigation systems,
bridges, roads, water pipes and gas as well as supply stations were destroyed. The
damage inflicted to the Republic of Azerbaijan has been estimated at tens of billions
of dollars.
14. Although on May 12th, 1994, by resolution taken at the CSCE summit in Budapest,
the ceasefire was determined, the Armenian forces have repeatedly violated the
truce, most often from 2003.
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15. Since 2004 began direct talks between ministers of Azerbaijan and Armenia, which
have been identified as the "Prague Process", however, to date, the parties have
failed to make substantial progress that allows conflict resolution .
By the above points is that this Honorable Chamber of Representatives of the Republic
of Colombia issues the following:

_________________________
HERNAN PENAGOS GIRALDO
Representative to the Chamber
Foreign Affairs and National Defense Commission
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